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President Neil 
President Neil passed away suddenly at his home 

on Thursday 18 August. 

 
 

I was saddened by Neil’s sudden death last week. 

I remember him with affection for his friendliness, 
his absolute dedication to the Club, his snappy 
dress and off-beat humour. 

Arana Bridge Club is the lesser for his passing – 
his shoes will be very difficult to fill. “A hard act 
to follow.” 

Val Acklin 
 

The following excerpts are taken from the 
tribute to Neil given by Warren Holmes on 
behalf of the Club at Neil’s Commemoration 
Service. 

“Neil’s bridge club activities commenced in 1997 
when he joined The Old Fire Station Bridge Club, 
a private club at Paddington. He obviously was at 
home at TOFS so much so that he wrote a couple 
of poems. The poem Director’s Lament appears 
on Page 2 of this publication.)  

When TOFS closed in 1998 Neil joined both 
Arana Contract Bridge Club and Toowong Bridge 
Club. At Arana we knew Neil as a hard working 
dedicated club person but I am certain Neil would 
prefer us to remember him as a loveable rogue. A 
great family man, who loved a practical joke.…  

But, Neil loved others playing a joke on him just 
as much as he enjoyed playing them himself… 

Neil volunteered to do the Club shopping for a 
period. So there was Neil pushing this trolley 
around full of biscuits and toilet paper when 
something on a shelf caught his eye. Whilst he was 
engrossed in the product on the shelf he did not 
notice a fellow club member pass by who just 
wheeled his trolley away. I can hear Neil now, in 
full war cry – ‘Thief – some B’s stolen my trolley 
– charge em double!’ He never found the trolley, 
but a few aisles away a couple of club members 
had a good chuckle… 

Neil never complained and was always there when 
a job was to be done. Whether it was in the garden, 
helping out in the kitchen or serving on the 
committee. Neil was a person of action, not mere 
words… 

There are many things Neil just got in and did, 
quietly and without seeking attention. If some one 
was ill you could rely on Neil following up with a 
word of encouragement and good cheer… 

Neil, thanks for all those tireless hours you have 
given bridge and in particular Arana Contract 
Bridge Club. We are just saddened that it is under 
these circumstances that we thank you… 

They do play bridge in heaven and I am certain 
you will find plenty of worthy partners and 
opponents… 

In Neil’s words: ?Remember bridge is only a 
game.” 
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 The lessons were all over, he’d taught them to have fun, 

 Now the time was here to let them loose, and run. 
 He’d taught them all he knew, which wasn’t very much, 

 His proud little "bridgees" – what a lovely looking clutch. 

 
 Count your winners and your losers too, 

 And don’t forget dear Benjamin Two, 
 For God’s sake West, check your score, 

 All the bridge idiom and lots, lots, more! 

 
 Relentless supervision he thought had paid off, 

Till that fateful Thursday, that really brassed him off! 
A casual glance at one hand, really took his breath … 

 He shook his head … he was very close to death. 
 Neil bid 1 Club – he had but one in hand, 

Which turned him blue, screaming “I’ll have the bastard banned!” 

 
 Patti laughed and laughed, and chuckled with such glee,  

 Her cards laid out neatly, much like a sponge recipe. 
 They chatted about their husbands, their children and their strife. 

 While Brian sat back, glad to get away, from his nagging wife. 

 
 Then came the first movement, and confusion reigned galore, 

 They shuffled round the room as if a dancing floor. 
 Director shouted “What’s gone wrong?” 

 As many sneaked to the john, 
 His neck went red – he shrieks a mournful howl … 

 “No, no! He screamed, “The movement’s Howell, not Bowel.” 

 
 Cards went forward instead of back, 

And score card numbers they did lack. 
 “What have I done? What have I let loose?” 

As he gazed toward the swinging noose. 
 He moved a chair beneath the rafter, 

 And rope round his neck, he went to his hereafter. 

 
 Nobody noticed him swinging away, 

 As they continued their chatter and began to play 
The rope, too thin, broke with a crack, 
He fell to the floor, clutching his back. 

“Doris” he cried, “Give me a hand,” 
 “Get stuffed!” she said “I’ve bid grand slam!” 

 
He crawled toward his office in one last desperate hope, 

I know a cure he thought, I’ll ring His Holiness the Pope. 
“My sins have caught up with me” he gasped “at my Club up on the Ridge”. 

“Call me another day” said the Pope, “I’m playing bloody Bridge”. 

 
Lien Notlimah         3rd Anniversary of T.O.F.S. 1st March 1999 
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New Scoring Program 
 

ARANA has upgraded its scoring program. We 
have used our current program (ASE) for several 
years now but it has a few deficiencies. These 
relate mainly to handicaps, its DOS base, and  its 
ability to accurately keep track of masterpoints.  
 

The new program, RAPScore (named after its 
author R.A. Palmer), is more user friendly (being 
windows-based) and generates handicaps based on 
performance rather than masterpoint rank. All 
scorers (and the masterpoint secretary) have a 
copy of the program and are familiarising 
themselves with its operation ready to change over 
by September. 
 

On the subject of handicaps, everyone on the 
current scoring database will receive a start 
handicap according to their average score from all 
sessions played this year. These generally range 
from 40% to 58.5%. Beginners coming out of the 
classes will receive a start handicap of 40%. (Low 
handicap = low average score, high handicap = 
high average score). 
 

In updating handicaps, the program takes 95% of 
your existing handicap and adds 5% of your score 
at the current session. This means that any big

wins or bad losses only have a small impact on 
your handicap. If you consistently improve, your 
handicap goes up slowly; if your form is fading, 
your handicap slowly reduces. 
 

The handicap result print-out will be different to 
the current system (see example below). 
RAPScore compares your current session score 
with your handicap. If you play exactly to 
handicap, you get a handicap score of 50%. For 
example, you (and your partner) have an average 
48% handicap and you score 48% during a session 
– your handicap result is 50%. In the example, 
Mary & Lynley’s 50.48% shows they played close 
to their handicap.  
 

If you play better than your handicap, you have a 
handicap result of 50% plus the percentage you 
achieved above your handicap. Ilene & Mary  
scored 55.2% which was 6.45% better than their 
handicap, so their result is shown as 56.45%. 
 

Carol & Val scored 50.1% which was 3.93 worse 
than their average handicap of 54.1, so their 
handicap result was 46.07 (50 minus 3.93). While 
this all sounds a bit complicated, handicaps are 
based on form and should provide a truer result on 
handicap weeks. 
 

 Richard McLauchlan (Scorer)
 

EVENT: 10 Table Mitchell (with Skip)        ** red ** 
Date  : Tuesday 2-08-05 

North / South Handicap Placings 
Place  %        Partnership                    Handicaps  Av. H/C 
  1. 56.45  Ilene Bishop / Mary Wilson         49.67/47.84 (48.75) 
  2. 55.06  Allan Box / Vonnie Wallace         50.33/52.05 (51.19) 
  3. 54.92  Ray Cowie / Pearl Cowie            51.43/49.48 (50.46) 
  4. 50.95  Valerie Cran / Margaret Welldon    53.67/55.52 (54.60) 
  5. 50.79  Susan Lewis / Margaret Bell        38.80/38.43 (38.61) 
  6. 50.48  Mary Carton / Lynley Mason         47.59/47.63 (47.61) 
  7. 48.16  Tony Agar / Keith Howman           51.92/47.94 (49.93) 
  8. 47.52  Helen McLauchlan / Carmel Steer    56.85/50.19 (53.52) 
  9. 46.07  Carol Vardy / Val Acklin           52.11/56.08 (54.10) 
 10. 45.71  John Andrew / Patricia Andrew      45.11/45.04 (45.08) 
 

East / West Handicap Placings 
Place  %       Partnership                     Handicaps  Av. H/C 
  1. 58.89 Gary Mitchell / Geoffrey Gulley     55.85/57.27 (56.56) 
  2. 58.55 Jacqueline Carbone / Muriel Prasad  46.68/45.24 (45.96) 
  3. 56.67 Pauline Ford / Anne Tennock         44.41/45.37 (44.89) 
  4. 55.32 Julie Brook / Gordon Broadley       47.13/47.77 (47.45) 
  5. 54.02 Judith Homan / Joan Hill            50.43/52.62 (51.53) 
  6. 51.29 Marian Arnold / Beverley Clair      43.40/44.28 (43.84) 
  7. 49.30 Fae Roberts / Nora Towler           50.17/47.42 (48.79) 
  8. 44.95 Pat Curran / Gill Lycette           45.11/45.52 (45.32) 
  9. 44.74 Sommie Mackay / Heather Mackay      53.48/53.91 (53.69) 
 10. 42.59 Florence Clarke / Maureen Pascoe    46.10/45.09 (45.60) 
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Bridge Notes For The Advancing Player -  Dr Ross Dick  
 
A. IMPROVE YOUR OPENING LEADS (1) – 

WHEN TO MAKE A TRUMP LEAD 
 
Beware of absolute ‘always’ or ‘never’ rules in 
bridge like: “When in doubt, lead a trump.” 
George Rosenkranz, an expert player for Mexico 
has offered sound advice (1986): 
 
“You should lead a trump not when in doubt but 
when you have a good reason for it.” 
 
Confidence as a defender in making an opening 
trump lead, or carefully avoiding one, comes from 
logical thinking which takes account of 
information gained from the bidding and from the 
opening leader’s own card holding.  
 
In general, when the bidding has revealed that the 
dummy hand has a short holding in an outside suit, 
a trump lead is usually appropriate. By beginning 
to remove dummy’s trumps, you will be 
diminishing an important value in dummy’s hand – 
namely its ruffing power. 
 
In what follows, a number of situations are 
identified where an opening trump lead is called 
for – assuming of course that the opening leader’s 
holding in the trump suit is appropriate. 
 

♠ ♥ ♦ ♣ ♠ ♥ ♦ ♣ ♠ ♥ ♦ ♣ ♠ ♥ ♦ ♣ 
 

1. When declarer has bid two suits and 
dummy has shown preference for one of 
them, and you have strength in declarer’s 
other suit, a trump lead is called for. 

 
Examples 
 
(i) Opp You Opp Partner 

   Pass Pass 
 1♠ Pass 2♦ Pass 
 2♥ Pass Pass Pass 

 
(ii) Opp You Opp Partner 

 1♠ Pass 1NT Pass 
 2♥ Pass Pass Pass 

 
In both cases, you are on lead. You note that 
declarer’s partner (soon to be dummy) has shown a 
clear preference for the heart suit and, therefore, 
will be short in spades. Suppose you have an 
attractive spade holding like AQ9 or KJ9 or AJ10x 

or KQ109, or something similar. The opening lead 
of a trump will reduce dummy’s ruffing power and 
increase your chances of making tricks in the 
spade suit. 
 

2. When your opponents have each bid a suit 
and ended in a third suit, a cross-ruffing 
play is likely. The lead of a trump is 
commonly an effective defence strategy in 
this situation. 

 
Example 
 

Opp You Opp Partner 

1♥ Pass 1♠ Pass 
2♣ Pass 3♣ Pass 

Pass Pass   
 
The auction has shown that declarer is short of 
spades and his partner is short of hearts. A trump 
lead will reduce their ruffing assets. 
 

3. When you hold good high card values and 
your opponents have bid to game in a 
suit, declarer will be relying substantially 
on distributional values and ruffing 
power to make the contract. An opening 
trump lead will immediately reduce 
declarer’s ruffing potential.  

 
Example 
 

Opp You Opp Partner Your Hand 

1♠ Dble 2♠ Pass ♠ 876  
4♠ Pass Pass Pass  ♥ AQ4  
    ♦ AK3 
    ♣ A765 

 
At the end of the auction, you quickly realise that 
your partner has a weak hand. You also note that 
the declaring side has no more than 23HCP. 
Declarer will be relying on distribution and ruffing 
potential to make the contract. In this situation, it 
is a logically sound defensive move to lead a 
trump (♠7). 
 

4. When your opponents win the auction with 
a sacrifice bid and have fewer HCP than 
you and your partner, a trump lead is 
commonly appropriate. 
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5. The opening lead of a trump is a good 
strategy when all other leads are clearly 
unattractive. 

 
Example 
 

Opp You Opp Partner Your Hand 

1♠ Pass 3♠ Pass ♠ 974 
4♠ Pass Pass Pass  ♥ AQ8 
    ♦ A765 
    ♣ A43 

 
Quite soon in the auction it is clear to you that 
partner’s hand is very weak and almost certainly 
unable to win a trick. You have four possible 
tricks. Your best strategy is to lead a trump (a 
passive lead) and await developments. 
 

6. When you have made a takeout double at 
the one or two level and your reliable 
partner passes (a rare event!!), a trump 
lead is compulsory. 

 
Your ever alert partner has converted your takeout 
double to a penalty double by his pass and for this 
unusual action will have a strong 5+ card holding 
in the enemy suit and be sure of winning at least 
three trump tricks – eg QJ1098x. 
 
Example (Dealer W, E/W vulnerable) 
 
 North (You) 

♠ 4 
♥ A J 10 3 
♦ K Q 9 8  
♣ K 6 5 4 

 

West  
♠ A 9 7 6 5 
♥ K Q 2 
♦ A 4 3 
♣ 3 2 

 East  
♠ 8 2 
♥ 7 6 5 4 
♦ 6 5 2 
♣ Q J 10 9 

 South (Partner) 
♠ K Q J 10 3 
♥ 9 8 
♦ J 10 7 
♣ A 8 7 

 

 
Bidding 
 

W N E S 
1♠ Double Pass Pass 

Pass    
 
 

WHICH TRUMP SHOULD YOU LEAD?  
Having decided thoughtfully to lead a trump for 
any of the good reasons outlined above, the 
question arises – which trump? 

� Lead the top of a rag doubleton or J 10 
doubleton, eg 8 6, 7 3, 10 8, J 10 

� Lead the top card in a solid 3-card honour 
sequence, eg K Q J, Q J 10, J 10 9 

� Use MUD (middle-up-down) leads from a 3 rag 
card holding, eg 9 7 5, 8 7 4 

� From A3 lead the A; from A32 lead the 2; from 
K64 lead the 4. 

 
Note carefully that there are a number of trump 
holdings which are dangerous to lead from, for 
example: 

KQ  QJ  Kx  Qx  Jx  10x  

Qxx  Jxx  10xx  KQx  AJx  A10x  KJx 
 
Leading from any of these holdings is very likely 
to cost the defending side a trick. So look for 
another suit to lead. 
 

B. SOME BRIDGE TIPS 
 
 (i)  The player who makes a pre-emptive call 

should not bid again to attempt a sacrifice. 

 (ii) If you open 1NT, your partner is captain (of 
the partnership). Always leave it to partner 
to steer the bidding to the best contract. 

 (iii) A 4-4 trump fit most times plays at least one 
trick better than a 5-3 trump fit. 

 (iv) Once you have opened the bidding and your 
LHO doubles and partner redoubles, any 
subsequent double by you or partner is a 
penalty double – even at the 1-level.  

 (v) If your partner has made a 1H or 1S overcall 
and you have 5+ cards in partner’s major 
including A or K, plus a singleton in a side 
suit, bid straight to game in the major. 

 
♠ ♥ ♦ ♣ ♠ ♥ ♦ ♣ ♠ ♥ ♦ ♣ ♠ ♥ ♦ ♣ 

 
 

“Better Bidding for Improving Players” 
by Dr Ross Dick 

 

You can arrange to purchase Ross’s book by 
phoning him on 3378 4999.  
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Masterpoint Movements 
 
NEW rankings for Arana home club members 
for the period to 31 August 2005: 

Graduate Master 
Maurice Booler 
Raymond Gledhill 
Catherine Scheikowski 
Club Master 
David Lehmann 
*Local Master 
Garry Bathis 
Margaret Dancer 
John Martin 
State Master 
Caroline Black 
Andrew Guminski 
Warren Holmes 
National Master 
Irena Hall 
*National Master 
Donald Cutmore 
Vonnie Wallace 
Silver Life Master 
Joyce Rosser 

 

Robert Matthew (MP Secretary) 

 

New Members 
 
A very warm welcome to the following new 
members: 
 
Peter Feehely Sue Ogden 
Bev Gluch Noel Ogden 
Lyn Holden Maureen Pears 
Yvonne Howman Alda Pennisi 
Jean Kearon Sam Pennisi 
Noel Logan Cecily Schuh 
Liane Morris Sri Sriprakash 
Jeanine Mewburn Clare Taylor 
Ken Mewburn Trish Waters 
Judith Nelson  

Monday Night / Supervised Play 
 
The supervised players have now commenced 
playing in the general sessions with other club 
members on Monday evenings.  
 
If you would like to meet our newest members, 
come along on Monday evening, join in and 
make them welcome. 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY  

Create the kind of self you will be happy to 
live with all your life.  

Foster C. McClellan 

 

 
 

SHORT BRIDGE PUZZLES 
 

1. Best Board Set 

In a victory-point Swiss team event (playing 
seven-board matches) the sets of boards 
commonly used are Boards 1-7, 8-14, 15-21, 
22-28 and 29-35. One of these sets gives its 
table a slight advantage over all the others. 
Which set is it?  
 
2. How To Score +270 

At duplicate bridge there are two ways to 
obtain the rare score of +270. One is to bid one 
notrump and win all 13 tricks. What is the 
other way?  
 
3. How To Score +550 

At duplicate bridge there are several ways to 
score +550. The common ways are to bid and 
make three notrump or five of a minor 
(doubled, nonvulnerable). How else can +550 
be obtained?  
 
(See answers on Page 7) 
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LIBRARY LINES  
 Librarians Jan Rae & Kath Rooney 

 
Jan and Kath would like to thank Joan Hill 
who has kindly offered to donate her prize of 4 
issues of the magazine “The Bridge Magazine” 
to the Arana Library. Joan won this prize in the 
Australia-Wide Autumn Pairs 2005 
Competition held earlier this year.  
 
Note: 
Videos are on loan for a period of one (1) 
week. Books can be borrowed for a period of 
one (1) month. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Our guest book reviewer this 
 edition is David Lehmann 

 
“How to Defend a Bridge Hand”  
by William S Root 

The credits list the author as the best bridge 
teacher in the world! With 410 pages, over 350 
sample deals and 108 quiz deals this book is 
certainly comprehensive and lives up to its 
preamble challenge – “If defence is the 
weakest part of your bridge game, after reading 
this book – it won’t be!” 

As an inexperienced beginner at bridge, I 
admit to being somewhat overwhelmed by the 
sheer volume of information. Perhaps the 
preamble should have added “if you can 
absorb and remember it all”. 

The book covers a broad range of defensive 
subjects with chapters devoted to Opening 
Leads, 3rd Hand Play (including unblocking, 
overtaking, ducking), Leads after Trick 1, 
Other Defensive Tactics (including attacking 

dummies entry cards, when to lead a trump, 
Hold-up play, killing declarer’s discards), 2nd 
Hand Play (including when to, and when not to 
cover honours), Attitude Signals, Count and 
Suit Preference Signals, Defensive Trump 
Tricks, Discarding and Deception and a further 
chapter on Conventional Leads and Signals. 

Each chapter explains the principles of the 
subject and then provides a wide range of 
sample deals where only dummy and the 
reader’s hand are displayed, thereby allowing 
the reader to make a choice before reading on, 
when all hands are revealed. A series of 8 quiz 
deals are provided to end each chapter with a 
further random 36 quiz deals at the end of the 
book. 

Whilst I found the amount of information 
daunting, I acknowledge that the author lived 
up to his plaudits – he is indeed a great 
teacher. The text is simply written and easily 
understood, is supported by excellent example 
deals and rounded off with testing quizzes. I 
believe that all players, whether experienced or 
novice would benefit from reading this book. 

David Lehmann 
 

 

1. Answer 
Boards 1-7 have two deals with both sides 
vulnerable, and only one with neither side 
vulnerable. Hence they offer the greatest 
potential for IMP gains or losses, which means 
more victory points. Observe that eight-board 
matches would be fair all around. Is anyone 
listening?  
 
2. Answer 
Two notrump (making +7).  
 
3. Answer 
The only other way is to defeat your 
nonvulnerable opponents 11 tricks! Did 
somebody forget to double?  
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September 

Sat 3 3-4 Qld teams championship - Toowong 

Mon 5 Monday red point pairs (week 1) 

Sat 10 
10-11 Brisbane festival pairs & teams 

(QCBC) 

 10 Townsville teams 

Mon 12 Monday pairs (week 2) 

Sat 17 Surfers butler pairs; Caloundra Swiss pairs 

Sun 18 
Surfers birthday teams;  

Caloundra Swiss teams 

Sat 24 24-25 Mackay barometer pairs 

Sun 25 
Noosa Swiss teams;  

BBC graded Swiss teams 

October 

Sat 1 Tamborine swiss teams; Dalby Swiss pairs 

  Sunshine Coast novice pairs (<100 MPs) 

Sun 2 Redlands swiss pairs 

Tue 4 President's red point pairs (week 1) 

Sat 8 8-9 Gold Coast butler pairs & teams 

  Mackay teams 

Sun 9 Arana novice teams (<100 MPs) 

  Gympie Swiss teams 

  Cleveland Bay (T’ville) teams;  

Tue 11 President's pairs (week 2) 

Sat 15 15-16 QBA pairs championship - BBC 

Fri 21 
QBA Mixed teams championship 

 (rd 3) - QCBC 

Sat 22 21-24 Magnetic teams (Townsville) 

Sun 23 Qld graded teams (QCBC) 

Tue 25 Australia wide spring pairs 

Sat 29 29-30 Northern Suburbs pairs 

  Hervey Bay pairs; Cairns pairs 

  Mackay novice teams (<100MPs) 

Sun 30 Surfers novice teams (<100MPs) 

  Hervey Bay teams 

 

 

 

 

For November - December Issue 

20 October 2005 

Barbara Holmes – Editor  

Ph: 3300 6654 

Fax: 3300 9819 

Email: wazbarbholmes@bigfoot.com.au 

 

The Queensland Government provided 
$263,900 to the Arana Contract Bridge Club 
for the development of the Ferny Grove Sports 
and Recreation Centre to get more 
Queenslanders active through sport and 
recreation.  

************************************* 

 
 
Important Phone Numbers 

♣♦ Important Phone Numbers ♥♠ 

Clubhouse Phone Number: (07) 3851- 0299 

Email address: aranabridge@netspace.net.au 

Vice-President: Val Acklin 3851-3059 

Secretary: Tony Agar 3851-1362 

Treasurer: Gay Hull 3300-2050 

Partner Contact:  Carol Wilson 3353-2297 


